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Copuright, 19w, by Rudrigues Oftolengut

A Thanksgiving
GhOJ’t A Rodrigues

Orrolengui

my destination, if indeed I had
amny, being one of my clubs, but
it began to rain suddenly, and,
being without nn umbrells, 1 wel-

HAD not Intended to eall vpon DF. | o Thanksgliving to the noxt Monda

y
Rawson when 1 loft my home. |, ring he would undertake to dispel
|my doubts as to materialization. In

short, he promised to show me a spirit
returned to earth, And he added rath-
er mysterlously, “The chaructor of this

comed the light in the doctor's NtOCY |,y testation Is such that even you

an I chanced (o pase his house, When
1 was ushered into his cozy little den
1 was rather surprised to find the doc-
tor sltting In o large Turkish chalr and
guzing into a bright log fire which
Diazed most invitingly In the big ¢him-
moy place. I say [ was surprised, be-
-oatine this wias the first time [ had ever |
Honnd Nim alone without a great leath. |
¢ covered fome of some kind in bis
Thand.

“My dear doctor,” sald 1, “why od
pensive?! You look as though your
Dest prtient bad Just died—your best
waying patient, I mean, for, of course,
«doctors are pot expeoctad to mourn
wyer overy death.”

jon Thanksgiving doy,

will ot chnrge froud,' 1 had been
working pretty bard, and the tempta-
tlon wus great (o have a few days In
the country. Strange to say, the hope
of wecing wy friend’s ghost repelled
rather than atiraoted me, 1 wis satls-
fled that there was trickery of some
kind and felt reusonably certain that 1
should discover the truth. [ wos equal-
Iy sure that my feicnd was honest, and
I was loath to be a party to his dis-
comfiture when 1 should have shown
up his ghost In its troe colors.

“1 reached the statlon about boon
My friend met
me and took great delight in showing
me over his new bome, The family,

“Your guoss In a good one,” replled of sourse, were cordinl, as 1 had long
The doctor quietly. “A very good pa-| heen on closely intimate terms with
tient of mino died an bour ARO—& YEry (hom-in fact, | called his wite and

sood patient, a very good friend.”

“Indecd! 1 am very sorry to hur,
" sald I, putting off my bantering
qone,
mbout his case? Your diagunosis was
correct, of course

“1 nm pondering over his ense, and [
am not sure about my dingnosis”™

“You don't inean that you have made
any wlatnke 7"

"Porhinps, bul not as you mean It
My friend wis troubled with angina
pectorls and had suered a long time.
I knew thnt he could not Hve long, aod
‘#0 did he. He had no fear of death,
and conmequently 1 was perfectly frank
with him from the outset. His death
tonlght was even sooner than we had
anticipatod, but of course In such casen
the exact duration of life canvot be
wrognosticated.”

“How, then, was there a mistake In
your dingnosis ¥ I was pussied.

“1 did not say that thero was.
not know, nnd that Is the trouble.”

“Eaplain, please™

“My frictd was a spicitoalist. On all
wther subijects he was certainly a8 ra-
tlonnl uk nny mun, Indeed be win ed-
uented fur beyond the average of oven
wollege brad wen, SO he belleved In
spirite—belloved that the dead return
to this world, [ mean.”

“Phere are lots of such people In the
world," salid [ “HBat what anbout your
mistake In the diagnosis? 1 wan thos
parsiatent because | had come (o bee
leve the doctor Infallible as a diagnos-
Alelun,

“Ob, that was but a figure of
wpoech,” be replied, smiling. 1 slluded
to my general opinion of the man. 1|
thought ne you do—thut he was a mild
sort of monomanlae shinply beeause he
held to his aplettoslistie views."

“Cause enough,” wid [0 "Sarely no
sane wan could lelleve that spirits
walk the earth.”

“That line been my view nlso. St
Just  before  his  death  tonight hel
broached his subject, e declared
that bhe wonld yet convinee me and
that he would do It by returning to
vinit e afier death.”

SAL, w0 that In It! You were looking
Into the fAre Just now aml waiting for
your fricwd's ghost to appear. Well,
well! You astonish me" | langhed
plond. “Come, come, doctor. | am glad
I dropped In to ehopr you up, 1 tell
you what; ghosts, they say, do not got
out wueh before 12, amd It I8 pot yoo 0
If you'll mix me & punch N stay with
you il the witching bour and stand
by you In your encounter with the

or.”

“He did not say that he wonld come
toanlght,” said the doctor, with n smile,
taking my chafing good naturediy.

“Well, | linagine not. He was smart
afough oot to Ax the hour, not know
Ing what engugoments might bhe wailt-
Ing for him after he bad passsd over,'
ah? | think that's the lloge, s it not?
Hut, 1 say, did this feiend of yours be.
Hove In ghosts theovetionlly or practh
ealiy? DId he Just prove the thing o
Dimwelf by the Seriptuces or philssophy
or something of that sort, or bad he
ever seen o rend live ghost T A real Hve
gEhoat W eutber good, oh ¥

“e cinled fo bave seen o great
many materialised spivita”

“he devece be did! Why, then, loak
e, ow ks it If he was s Intimate
Willy ghosts—un vislling terws, as I
were - bow was It that be pever (ptro-
dueid you toe cie of his cedestinl vislts
ors

"He did onie. ™

UWhat's that?™ 1 hasily
ould have hoard aright

S“Would you ke me to tell you of mwy
expetionce 1 asked the  docter,  OF
eourse | accepred, but bafore he begun
the story be went to his cupboard wod
brought forward the Ingredients with
which to beew a punch of his own con-
coutlon, of which he kuew that | was
very fond,

“The noldent occarowd only last No-
vember,” higun the doctor. “Just be

1 do

thought |

ge out to Lis house In the coun-
i a place not Ofty miles from
ark, but 1 shall not tell you ex-
use—well, for reasons,
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“Was there anything spe(-lnli

two girla by thelr names. The wife,
Marguret, wns one of those hero wor-
shilpers, her busband being the hero,
She suw everything as be saw it and,
of course, wan us firmly tixed in splir-
Itualistie theories as he. The eldest
daughter, Blophuanle, was college bred,
n Vossar gradunte, and not only be-
lleved in splritoalism, but could prove
it, or thought she could, mathemutical
Iy, logieally, psychologieally and phil-
osophileally, She was the pride of Ler
fither and bls maltvstay I uno argo-
ment, The other givl, Fanny, was my
fovorite, and If she belleved In ghosts
I nm sure |t wan only becuuse of her
environment., She hd po fixed ldeas of
Lhier own. Theo there was the youngest
child, Charlie, the Satan of the famlly,
n boy of Hfieen, Thin young rascnl
gpendy avewed o firm belleof In ghosts
within earshot of his pdvents; bat,
while vouching for the acenrney of his
futher's many toles of vislting spee
ters, Bot Wifrsquently  Charlle would
glyly wink one eye ot me.  Here | may
ae well way feankly that 1 assoclated
my friend’s lutest ghost with Charlle.
I expected that, should 1| discover the
secret stringgs which mwoved the specter,
1 would lkewise find that Charlle
wis pulling them, 1o this conneetion
1 was destined to meet my irst mysti
Hentlon.

“fo my surprise, my frieod sabd
nothing about the ghostly visltation
from the motwent of mwy acvival up to
the tme when | was shown (o iny
room o wake my totlet for dinner, |
attributed this w hils Inogto gourtesy
und mnturad diffidence. He evideuntly
hesltated to bore me too soon with hils
theories, or, ns 1 had often enlled i,
his il Whitle 1 was washing there
wis o light rap on my deor, and Char-
He walked lu.

" 'Bay, doctor,” suld bhe, getting at his
tople without delay, *I suppose dad's
Wkl you about our spook; nnd you've
cowe up o seo her, baven't you?

“Yew,® I replied, ‘But 1 did not
know It was a fetnale. Have you seen
bhor yourself? 1 thought 1 might os
wall pumip the youngster at once,

“*Have | seen hery sald he. “Well,
I guoss yes, Say, doctor, 1 ¢nn trast
you, can't 1?

"I'Why, certaluly, sald 1. It seempd
that iy diseoveries were to be all too
ensy. But | was wlstsken,

U Well)' continged Chinrlle, ‘you must
know then that | never took any stock
In dad's ghoststhut {8, not lu any of
the others. OF course 1've seen a lot of
thet, nod then, agaln, there's been 4 lot
more thint dad sald be saw, but 1 didn't
wee, though 1U've agreed with bim, be-
cause—-woll, Just to wake Wl happy.
A boy must do that, eh, doctor¥

“Xou aly yonug rascal? thought 1.
but | merely answered with a nod, and
be went on

“You see, all the other ghosts and
WOre  Just SOUMDBONn  every-
Auy wort of spuobks, things with sheets
rolmt 1 hean twiost  genwrally
came o the dark. whes there wun it
the chatve o tell muach sbout thelr

P PR

wind they

looks. They mwight have been the e
NTTTES you Kootw, b lvast sonwe of
them, Bal (s dilerent with this ghost

and
chuew for pn

She's o besuty
noy

we've gul now
there diwsn™t soem
humbug about Wt

“OIWhy naot¥ | meked:  wondering
whviber the humbuggery were wal go
tng o nl (e vers momeit

“AWell, in the Best placw, 'S such 5
Hithe bit of a ghost, She must bhave
died whien she was pot wore than sev-
on or elght years old, | shonid think.
Anywuy, she's only s high' Inddeatiog
with his bamd beld sbove the Hoor
*You would hardly expect o medivm
mate up for o Methe one Hke that, now,
wonld yon? 1's casler o bolleve [ the
ghost notlon.”

A grown porsen conld bacdly make
up for sa staall o ghast, | must sdmh,'
sald 1 "Hul how do you know It s ot
a child who does thin trick Y

W wat child, doetor? | know all the
youngsters that live ground bhere, snd,
anyhow, why should o kid elght years
old walt up thl 12 or 1| o'clock every
nlght Just o take a walk through our
hall and wake belicve she's a ghost?
A Kid might do that once, but not ev-
ery alght for more than a month.
wn‘untumlmmhm.
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of or materislization came up
but once during the dinner, and then
ln a most incidental way, One of the
guests, an elderly man, speaking to
Margaret, said:

“d you know when you took this
house that it fa supposed to be haunt.
ed} T hope you have neyer been trou-
bled by the ghost.'

“'No, we have had no trouble what-
ever with any ghost, snld Margaret,
and then she sdded, 'May I bave anp-
pther lee brought for you?

“This indieated to me at once that
my friends, because of thelr sensitlve-
poss to criticlsm, bad carefully con-
cenled their spiritunlistic bellefs, Con-
sequently it would appear to be a most
singular colncldence thet ooy of thelr
new nelghbors should have Inaugurnt-
od a practical joke and should have so
persistently kept It up as to have the
spurious specter appénr for so miny
plghts consecutively. [ began to find
myself wishiog for the moment when
I might see the visitntion with my own
eyon nnd Judge for myself, It was aft-

“lmuthoﬂnh.mmlnl' v . : hend
ghttul mood. The nmm'"'“‘ beckoned me to lower my

or 11 o'clock when all the guests had

departed and 1 found myself n'““'—'l peeping ont froln a weinlth of goldm

with my friends, and vow the subject
which seemed to have been so long |
tubooed was at once broached,

““The hour approaches, doctor,” said
wy friend, ‘when we may expect our
visltor, Do not Imagine that I mean
midnight. I hope you credit me with
more Intelligence than to suppose |
countenance the fanciful potion that
the dead leave their shronds at the
stroke of 12 and return to thelr graves
at cock crow.

“ hope so," sald I, with a smile,

“INevertheless It Is true that our
Httle friend hos never come before 12,
Tuat, of course. Is a mere colneldence. !
Sometimes It may be within balf an'
hour after the great town clock chimes
the hour, nnd, ngnin, she has been s
late as 1 or even 2 o'clock,'

“‘Do you mean that she comes every
nlght and that you walt up to see her?
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that he might whisper, whereupon e
auld, so low tbat the others could wot
bear,

“I'm on, You think I'm working
the ghost, but you're off, Walt tlll you
see hor. 1 tell you. sha's the real thing,
1"l wtick to you close to show 1'm hon-
est (0 this'

“Apd e did, From that moment Le
waa never more thon three feet away
from me, 8o that nny connection that
ae milght bnve had with the apporition
evidently did not reqguire |r"l peraoia)
sttention, Foanuy sapg twa or three
miclodied most eharmingly, uml theh
suddenly | felt o tug at my eont ninl
turned to see Charlle polpting towae
the door. through which whnt up
pedred 1o De p litle gle) entered, Tl
othiers had not yer notleed the pppae
tlon, nud It pone so widdenly and s

milently  that foo np Instant 1 wa
stunned: 1 use the word adyvisediy
"Elowly sy b seenssl 10 groas

the Idea thnt e swos o veritnbile re
turnoed spirit, aod wuely o duinty, hoan
tirnd Hetde apparition! A ehlldi=b face
o8 devold of dovwit as oue wmlzht i
ngine an angel’'s, A lovely [, o

Iovks, which in the lwmplight shone s
n Witlo,  1owae Bupossible to gase apon
this upparition snd barbor the leas
siepicion of frand.. She came Into the
room slowly, stepping carefully. uotil
alpe sraod In the conter, Then she tarn
ed nnd glided townrd the bay window
By this thue we were all watching
At the window she stooped to her
Kuees, put hier two bands together, nod
her Hitle lps moved as In praver, X
sl Knelt o fow minutes, nod then,
rising slowly, she retraced her atops
amd, possipg ont Into the hall, disap-
peared,

“Ad soonn ux she had gone | looked
kllently nt wy friends, hardly knowing
whiat tc say. Stepbanle broke the g
lenue,

“Well, doctor,
you think?

**1 think 1T would like to go to bed

sald she, ‘what de¢

SLOWLY THE

’

“'We do now. At first we dild pot
realize that ber visits were to be so
regular, and several times we retived
without seelng her. One night, how
ever, 1| happened to gel up sguly, and,
coming through the ball, 1 wet the
dear one Just departing.  Since then
we have always awaited her coming
wud bave pever been disappolpted.

*“You mean that you forin a clrele
aod st In the wsual way ¥

“OINoOU ot nll. This s not a sennve.
That ts the wonderful part of it. There
s no wedlum connected with this. The
spirit, though a young one, must bave
great power (0 be thus able to wani-
fost unnkled?

“rAwm | to understand that thls mans
Ifostation, us you eall 11, bus bovn woen
by all of yon®

“*Hy nll of us, aml, moreover, she
cotges gt into this vootn, where all
the Hghts are buralng. a thing bereto
fure suppossd o be lpossible, Thus,
you see, we bave all bad wwple oppor
ity to sse her'

" ldve you ever spoken to this vis
Hory

**Many tlmes, but thus fur we bave
been unable to obtaln any reply.  Al!
there go the widuight chimes'

"Wea listened to the bosutiful bl
which sounded loudly 1 the stillness
of the night, 111 the last peal had died
away. Then It was Stephanie whe
Bk

*Doctor,’ sald sbe, "you aee 8 akep-
tle, are you uoL¥

*iNo' said [, with a smile.
rather clalm to be an sgnostie’

“:Wary wood,  After tonlght you will

‘Let me

be & bellover. Dut you bave not heard
PFanuy wsing Intely. ¥er veloe has
grvatly bmproved.  Faoey, will you

sing something¥

“The girls woved over to the plano.
I noted that Charlle was near the door
Jesding Into the hall and that he was
Intently guzing out into the dimly
Hghted passage. Was be brewing mis
chlof? 1 went over o WM and, taking

the spogy. Charlle
she s y. Come
your sister sing' He
booked up at me most guisaleally, and

« moment, be woft

EYES OPENED.

-

at once,” suld L not daring to discuss
the subject without bLaving time to
think It over."

*Well, that was certalnly a wonder
ful experience, doctor,” sald 1, Inter
rupting the narrative. “But, of course,
It was sowe Kind of o trick."

*You wonld pot bave thought so had
you been present. There were severn)
exceedingly strunge features of this
matter which occurred to we during
the sleepless hours which 1 passed. 1
suy sleepless for wy conviction of the
faet that there are no ghosts had been
sadly sbattered by what | had seen,
nnd I struggled to reguln my menta)
equilibrivm, In a sense I still belleved
there could be po such thidgs as ghosts,
bt there was a disturblog doubt vn-
gondorsd by that dainty e being,
ghost or whatever sbie might have
beetn,  The angelle face, the prayertul
attitode. made it impossible to think
shic waw alive and playing a trick,
Never onee did she take pote of the
porsons presont. 1t did ot seow possl-
ble that vae =0 young could play such
& part night after night and pever
show comivlousness of the presence of
those whown ahe wus trying to develve.
Untike traditionsl ghosts, on the other
hand, she was fully dressod o o dainty
white musiln, tricked out with tiny
plnk ribbon bows—a4 mest upghostly
oostie.

“Tirod out at last, r most have slept.
for 1 awoke suddenly In the worning
an hour past my usoal thue for arising
and was dasxed at my strange sur-
roundings, the sun  streaming In
through the window making me aware
of the lteness of the bour, In the
breakfast room | found the family as
semibled and was palufully aware of
the fact that | was expocted to elther
explain the mystery of the apparition
or elge to admit myself converted to
tholr views, Stlll for sowe time the
subject was not brought up, Charlie at
last belng unable to keep still uny

- Y sald be, "what do you

tthe ghost lady ¥

bele affair seewms guite wys-
L T am afraid 1

:
’.1
£

have been In splivitualism,

“i0h, you mean' sald Etephagts.
thut- this wnas only a Thanksgiving
thost, or, rather, a ghost resulting
irom toe much Thanksgiving dinner?

“The girl's tone irritated me, already
innoyed as | was because 1 had no ex-
atanation of whut 1 had seen rendy to
sffer. 8o 1 sald testily:

“sl gertainly would like to msee the
apparition agnin when [ had eaten less,
tithough, of course, Margaret,” [ added,
wrnlog to my hostess, ‘the dinner was
peyond all doubt the best [ have ever
mten, But too full a stomach makes
the mind slow.'

“*Then you doubt the genulnencss of
he manifestation?” my friend asked.

“'1 certainly do not doubt you, my
friend,’ 1 bastily replied, 'bnﬁ-l cannot
nnder the elrcumstances quickly
glve up my own views, In spite of the
warting that she was to come, the lt-
tle lndy rather took me by surprise.
gnd 1 was hardly In the vondition to
rongider what I suw from a sclentifle
stundpoint.’

“*Ah! But sclence” sald Stephanle,
‘enm but support the theory of spirit-
unliam, There are three great entities
in the universe, each lmperishable In
(tself—mntter, force and epirit. Sci-
onew must recognise this trinity and
that all forms are but the union of the
three In virylog proportions, The
highest form—man—is the highest sim-
ply beenuse of the preponderunce of
the spivit which I1s in the combination,
This prepondorance is so great that
wherens the destruction of any other
form, such as a mineral, resolves the
components Into  separate particles,
which, by attraction, rush back Into
the parent source and are lost, in man
the spiritual portlon Is great enough to
resist this attraction after death and
to continne ns n separate entlly. By
approprinting to itself a portion of the
superabundant watter and foree which
I8 everywhere In ether, it Is possible
for this spirit to appear to mortals as
n re-embodled belng,'

“I'nis glib Vassar college glirl's ex-
planation of spiritualism mude me lose
my tewper, and | replied, with little
Ccourtesy

“sAnd when these spirits re-embody
I suppose it is quite natural that they
shonld find clothes and dress them-
gelves before appearing to u¥ poor
mortals. The little girl last alght had
oft i party dress, with ribbon bows on
it. Why did she bother about all that?
Why do not spirits come without cloth.
ing¥

v+ do not know,” replied Stephanie,
without losing her welf control for a
woment, ‘1 do oot pretend to know ey-
erything, The spirits think it well to
conform to eurthly customs, I suppose,
or. perhaps, it is merely the result of
pust babits while In the fesh'

“My friend saw that I was in an [l
humor and hastened to smooth the
troubled atmosphere,

* *Daoetor,’ suid he, ‘you said just now
that you were not ln a condition last
pight to investigate the manifestation
In n sclentific manner. Nothing wonld
plense us mil better than to bave you
fegt this matter sclentiieally if yon
can.'

“Like an Insgpiration an lden crossed
my mind, and without hesitation I un-
swoered:

“*1 will agree o try a sclentlfie ex-
periment tonlght If you will permit It
without Interference.’

“a0 would ot Nke to make so rash a
promise without knowing what you
purpose.’ '

‘et e explaln, then, | have been
ns much Interested In hyponotism as yon
You know
enougl of that to recognlve the fact
thnt hypnotism s an lnftuence over the
mind rather than over the body. Any
effects upon the body nre operatiots
through the mind, To make my mean-
ing plainer, you would consider (¢t folly
were | to undertake to lhiypnotize a
dend body?

*41 should think you Ilnsane.

A rightly. But'— | besitated to
make wy proposition. thinkiog that It
would be unwelcome, "But would it be
insanity to endeavor 1o hypnotise a
disembodied spirit? The result was
qulte astonishing to me.

51 see what you mean to do!l cried
Stephnnle enthosiastieally, It s a
grand experiment. Yon will uy to
hypnotise the spirit which appears
here. Agree to the dottor's proposal,
futher. It will be & great scientific
weblevement,'

““Why, certainly, I agree, sald my
friend, with equal enthuslasm. ‘1 can
imagine great results. If the disem
bodied spirit conld be hypnotised, It
might be compelled to reveal what up
to now all materialized spirits bave de-
clined to tell”

*“That day was n Wug one for us all,
for every one lmpatiently awalted the
hour for the experiment, and | way at
ouew come to that, This time | was
not tuken by surprise, but saw-the ap-
parition when sho frst came Into the
room, | was not s0 much astonished
us on the night before, yet 1 must con
fesa that for a moment | was tempted
1o nbandon my experiment. For one in
stapt. | felt that it would be sacrl
legions 1o Interfere with what, after
all, wight be supernatural. What If i1
were a spirit? | could not positively
know 1o the contrary. Suppose my
bypootic experiment shonld sticcoed,
and that some groat seorot of the unl
verse should by this wenns bo reveal
e, Was | prepared to endure the con-
sequences, to sulfer the displeasure of
my Maker? Thus, with all our vaunted
falth in wientifle knowledge. our Arm.
est bellefs way be shinken o n woment.
for, after all, belief Is ot know ledge,

“1 walted Ul the pantomimie pray-
er was over and the lttle gir! was
walking townrd the door; then 1 inter
oepted her path and stood perfectly
still until she came qoite close to me
Bhe did mot appear to notle me until
she hsil come close enough so that ber
outstreiched little band togebed me,
Then she stopped and stood still. |
geatly took her hand, whispering, ‘Be
Bot afrald’

ste too much Thanksgiviog dicser to
be & competent withess."

- - - e

"ulmmmmm

trombled violently, but us I spoky ghe
s quickly became quiet. [ -’
At once that my experiment wag gy
mceeed and so proceeded with g“
ed confidence, v

*‘Bleep,” said 1. ‘Bloep deeply, .
deeply still.” I tooched her 22;. s
ly with the tips of my fingers, and
closed. 'Do as T bld you,' I coy
‘Come; follow me' 1 walked
the room, and the girl followeq, M
phanie uttered n cry of astonishmeyy
mingled with pleasure, but at g :
from me she becime nllent aguln. The
girl sat down in 8 chalr, and 1 ntood Iy
front of her, 1

“"You are asleep,’ I said, ‘You A
nileep, but you are awake, Yoy .
me. Open your eéyes and look at N;
clm]’-' Blﬂw” the eyes Up"nt‘ll, m
the little one gased at me, 'Sy, Tk
it me well. Will you know e ngniyy
Bpenk! Apswer! You can speak

“1 fancled 1 could hear the
beats of those In the room ng
wuited brenthlessly for thelr ghost g |
speak, At first the girl merely lookeg:
long and earneatly Into my face, by
presently the lps trembled, and | uw
that there was an effort to speak,

“‘Bpeak! Answer!' 1 said g
more commandingly. ‘You spe
Wil you always know me again?

(1] l"n..’

“She spoke. It was but one word, iy
to my auditors a hypnotized materly).
Ized spirit had been compelled to )
You may fmagine thelr Interest in whyt
1 should say or do next.

“‘You know how you came horet
sald 1.

i I"“‘.

“You enn come agaln?

L1 “'m.

“You will come ngain If | wish?

Y es!

“'“Then listen, Listen and remember
Remember and do, Come again. Come
tomorrow. When the clock chimes 1§
come agnln, But come at the chiming
of the bell In the daytime—not in m;?
pight. You are not alraid of the lg*

“iNo/'

*“Then you will comoe? This time
there was no apswer. | tonched the
eyellds again, and they drooped apd
closed. *So, Sleep, suld 1. 'Sleep desp
ly. Now you are asleep. Listen! L
ten and obey! Come tomorrow whe
the eclock chimes 12 In the daytime
Come at that bour and in the daytims
Come! Now, answer. Wl you comer

“ Y es'

““That will deo. Now turn whene
you ecumwe”  Immedindely and swiftly
ghe turned and glided away out of oup
slght. 1 was at once surrounded by
my friends, congrutulated on my e
crud and at the spme tme eriticlesl
because | hnd vot asked more lnpor
tant questions, In answer to this [
declared that we should treat this spie
it ns we wonldl any hypnotic subject.
At the first experiment too much shothkl
not be expected. Monosyllables wen
all that we had been able to obidia by ©
way of speech, but we had charged
this wpirit to appear to uvs o broad
doaylight. A hypnotized living persm
would obey such an Injunction, W
would be a great achlevemoent to ot
pel a ghost to do so. To this they
agreed aud went off to bed satisfed
that the experiment promised to be s
Ereat success,

“At the noon bour on the next day
we were all assembled. lmpatient for
the denouement, The town clock had
scarcely chimed before our Hitle malds
en appeared. She came infe the room
with apparent nervousness and glancel
timidly about. Floally ber eyes resisd
on me, and Iostantly she ma lightly
to e, Jumped Jute my lnp and erled:

“ 1 know you. You told we to come
nod so I came

“Just then uoother person entersd
the room, 4 young woman In the gal
of & tralned purse,

*“'1 sm so glad 1 bave found you
Rosle.' sald she, tuking the cuild of
my knee. ‘What made you run away?

“The wystery was solved. We wen
dealing not with a ghost, but with &
child who was un lnvalid because of &
norvous disease from which she sub
fered. She was a little somnambulist
Duripg the previous year sbe and bee
parents had lved o the bouse now o
cupled by my (rleods, and it bhad bess
her nlghtly habit to come lnto the
room where we had seen heor and
koeel at her mother's side to say bef
prayers. One night there bad bestu &
party, and while dressed In the pretQ
ltthe frock In which shio had visiel
us she had suffered from her first sell
ure, To lodicate to you how deop s
impresslon upon the mind may be b
bave no doubt that It was because 08
that night, belng taken away from (e -
room while 1, she had por, s usuth
sald her prayers; that during her sone
uambulistic walks she dressed hors
in her pirty frock agaln and came oV
to suy ber prayers, This s especlally
plansible because pbout the same e
the mother hisd been taken I and fof
wome months had been o a sanltariumk
s0 that ufter that party nlght the i
tle ond bad pever knolt at ber wothet's
"But why Jdid she gome only st
uight ¥ | asked. . .

“In the first place, 1t was only of
nlght that she could ovade the vigh
ence of hor nurse, anil, what is cquallf
tmportant, It would be only at night
that the idea of saying her prayen
would vegur to her mind. You nol®
that when she eame in the daytioe, i
obedience to hypnotic suggestion, hef
Durse was closs behlnd ber”

“What did your friends say whes
they found that thelr ghost was slive™

“TJust what all splritnalists say whes -
4 ‘mapifestation’ s exposed—that the
axplanation covers ouly that ooe I
statice mixd that they have had otbef 5
experiences that Jeave thelr faith 9%
shaken,™

“Well, doctor” said 1, “wy experk
ence with spirits leaves my fulth Ui
shaken in those of your mixing [ere'd
your good bealth, and may the epirfl -
of your departed friend come not back |
to trouble you. Pleassnt dreams s8d




